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Context 
Food security is different in every place and yet impacts every society.
Infrastructure, environmental conditions, and political stability can all have
significant impacts on the production of food. Environmental events such
as droughts and rising sea levels also impact existing food sources.
Economic, legal, and social barriers may thwart access to available food.
Political conflicts, for example, interrupt supply chains and divert food
away from those in need. Even when there is enough food available, and
people have access to it, their food security may be threatened by the
safety of the food.

Background 
Nutritious food is a basic human need. While global food production has
expanded, approximately one in three people remain food insecure. Food
availability – how much food exists – is the first hurdle to feeding the
global population.

Challenge 
What is the greatest challenge to food security? 
How can food security be improved to provide for the future needs of
a growing world population?

Central Themes 
The global risks to food security1.
Going hungry surrounded by food2.
Quality of food3.
Reaching Zero Hunger by 20304.

Visit our topic center to
learn more about our
Food Security topic,
view suggested
readings and access
additional resources.

Food Security
Civics & Society
How might food security issues of availability,
access, and affordability essential for living a
healthy life impact society in the future?
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